UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
REGA ON 5

DATE: Cctober 1, 1999

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Devel opnents and Activities
Endi ng on Septenber 24, 1999

FROM WIlliamE Mino, Director
Super fund Di vi si on

TO Francis X. Lyons
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

David A. Ulrich
Deputy Regi onal Adm ni strator

The activities |listed bel ow are organi zed by site-specific
activities, other significant devel opnents, and
t rai ni ng/ conf er ences:

SI TE- SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES

Response (Chenical Gas Rel ease), Dynecol Inc., Detroit, M chigan

On Septenber 22, 1999, over 400 children at the Cooper Elenentary
School were evacuated by the Detroit Fire Departnent when a

chemi cal gas release by a Dynecol waste nmanagenent facility
caused an acidic gas cloud. The gas release contained a m xture
of nitrogen oxide, nitric acid, and chlorine gas conpounds. The
rel ease was caused by a ruptured pressure valve on a tanker
truck. The United States Environnmental Protection Agency (U.S.
EPA) becane involved wth the site when the Detroit Fire Marshal
asked for assistance. U S EPA On-Scene Coordinators (0OSCs) from
G osse Ile, Kurt Gunert and Ral ph Dol | hopf, began assisting the
Detroit Fire Departnment (the | ead agency on the incident) by
nonitoring the air quality within the surrounding area. Air
sanpl es (about 50) did not show any detectable |evels of a threat
to human health. The principal of Cooper School kept the school
cl osed until Dynecol Corporation cleaned and sanitized the
residual left fromthe gaseous | eak. On Septenber 27, 1999,
students and faculty returned to school.

Contacts: Kurt Gunert (313-921-0325)
Ral ph Dol | hol pf (734-692-7682)
G nny Narsete (312-886-4359)
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O | Response, Calunet Sag Channel, Alsip, Illinois

On Septenber 22, 1999, On- Scene Coordi nator (OSC) Paul Steadnan
responded to the Calunmet Sag Channel in Alsip, Illinois, at the
request of the Illinois Environnental Protection Agency (lllinois
EPA) to investigate an oil release of unknown origin. The Alsip
City Fire Departnent had called Illinois EPA for assistance. An
eye-wi tness reported two blue 55 gallon druns and one 5-gallon
si zed bucket being dropped into the channel. OSC Steadman net
with Illinois EPA's Dan Knopke and the Deputy Alsip Fire Chief,
Joseph Schmitt, to assess the situation and then initiated
response actions. Response actions included accessing the
energency response oil spill fund and nobilizing the Energency
and Rapi d Response Services (ERRS) contractors to depl oy oi

absor bent boom pads. The placenent of the boons and pads
contained the oil. A total of 25 55-gallon druns containing the
oil contam nated materials were generated and staged at this
site, and di sposed of properly.

Contact: Paul Steadman (312-353-7615)

Renpbval Begun and Site Tour, South Central Term nal Site, Pana,
II1linois

In August, 1999, as a result of a request for assistance by the

[1linois Environnmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA), a
Super fund Renoval cleanup began at the South Central Term nal
site in Pana, Illinois. The site, a former petroleumrefining

facility, includes above ground storage tanks, crude oil

pi peline, petroleumrefining process buil dings, and ot her

buil dings. In August 1999, U S. EPA established field support
and decontami nation facilities, and nobilized the nobile water
treatment system U S. EPA will be punping out the tanks and
consolidating the waste for disposal. The expected tine for
removal conpletion is Spring 2000.

Pana public officials, including the Mayor, four newspapers, and
one news station were given a tour of the site by Enmergency
Response Branch (ERB) On- Scene Coordi nator Steve Faryan and G nny
Narsete, ERB Public Affairs Coordinator. (The tour was preceded
by a press release by Mck Hans, Ofice of Public Affairs.) The
newspapers published stories, and the Springfield Register nmade
it the main front page story on Septenber 22, 1999. M. Narsete
found that local citizens were pleased with the U S. EPA activity
and wi shed to be kept inforned of the cleanup activities. Their
maj or concern was soil/water contam nation and the odor of the
ammoni um sul f at e.
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Contacts: Leonard Zintak (312-886-4246)
Steve Faryan (312-353-9351)
Kevin Turner (618-997-0115)
Pete Guria (312-353-1909)
G nny Narsete (312-886-4359)
M ck Hans (312-353-5050)

Fi nal Renedy Sel ected (Mnitored Natural Attenuation/ Construction
Conmpl etion), Electro-Voice Superfund Site, Buchanan, M chi gan

On Septenber 21, 1999, U S. EPA signed a Record of Decision (ROD)
that selected a renmedy of nonitored natural attenuation
institutional controls, and contingency actions for the off-
property groundwater contam nation at the El ectro-Voice Superfund
site in Buchanan, Mchigan. Wthin the area, hones and

busi nesses are supplied by City water, and |ocal ordinance
prohibits the installation of drinking water wells. The primary
contam nants are trichl oroethene and vinyl chloride. The primry
natural attenuation processes affecting the off-property
groundwat er contam nation are stream capture and dilution, with
sone bi odegradation. C eanup levels for the groundwater are
expected to be attained in 53 to 66 years, and the estimated
present worth cost of the renmedy is $145,000. Negotiations to
conduct the renedi al design and renedial action are anticipated
to begin with the potentially responsible party in Decenber 1999.

Two | agoons, a dry well area, and the nore highly contam nated
groundwat er beneath the site were addressed in previous cleanup
actions. This final site renmedy does not require physical
construction, so this ROD is also a construction conpl etion.

Contact: Karen Ci bul skis (312-886-1843)

Press Event on Conpletion of d eanup, Cedar Services Site,
Benmidjii, Mnnesota

On Septenber 8, 1999, the Ofice of Public Affair (OPA)

coordi nated a press event announcing the conpletion of the

cl eanup at the Cedar Services site in Bemdji, Mnnesota. The
Brownfields site is an abandoned wood treatnent facility that was
cl eaned up in two phases during 1997 and 1999 by U S. EPA at the
request of M nnesota Departnment of Agriculture. OPA worked with
t he On-Scene Coordinator to schedule the event. A news rel ease

i ncl uded quotes from Regi onal Adm nistrator Frank Lyons and the
Bem dji Mayor. Media coverage included Bem dji Pioneer, KAVWE-TV,
M nnesota News Network radi o, and KKEQ KKCQ (a radio station that
reaches northwest M nnesota and eastern North Dakota).
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Contacts: M ck Hans (312-353-5050)
M chell e Jaster (312-886-7193)
G nny Narsete (312-886-4359)

Adm ni strative Conplaint Filed (Proposed Penalty of $138, 050),
Pepsi -Col a General Bottlers, Munster, |ndiana

On Septenber 23, 1999, the O fice of Chem cal Energency
Preparedness and Prevention filed an Adm ni strative Conpl ai nt
agai nst Pepsi Cola Bottlers, in Minster, Indiana. The Conplaint
al | eges that Pepsi violated Section 103(a) of the Conprehensive
Envi ronnent al Response, Conpensation and Liability Act (CERCLA)
and Sections 304(a) and (c) of the Enmergency Pl anning and
Community Ri ght-to-Know Act (EPCRA), and assesses a proposed
penalty of $138,050. On Novenber 16, 1997, Pepsi experienced a
rel ease of approxi mtely 3,150 pounds of anhydrous ammoni a.
Amoni a is a CERCLA hazardous substance with a reportable
quantity of 100 pounds. This release was 31.5 tines the
reportable quantity. The release was the result of over-
pressurization of their refrigeration system The rel ease

m grated beyond the Facility's boundaries and caused the
evacuation of the Pepsi Facility. Pepsi did not notify the
Nat i onal Response Center (NRC), State Energency Response

Comm ssion (SERC), and Local Energency Planning Commttee (LEPC)
until approximately 14 hours after the rel ease began, and
submtted witten followup reports 9 days after the rel ease.
CERCLA and EPCRA require imredi ate reporting of releases and the
subm ssion of witten followup letters no |ater than 7 days.

Contact: Ruth McNamara (312-353-3193)

Fi nal | nspection and Open House, Care Water Supply Superfund
Site, Care, Mchigan

On Septenber 22, 1999, U. S. EPA Region 5 hosted an open house to
update residents on the near-final cleanup at the Care Water
Supply Superfund site in Clare, Mchigan. The open house and
optional site tour were held from3:00 p.m until 7:30 p.m,

Sept enber 22, 1999, at the soil treatnment building |ocated at 519
West Fifth Street in Clare. Representatives fromU. S. EPA,

M chi gan Departnent of Environnental Quality, and the potenti al
responsi bl e parties (PRPs) were available to discuss the npst
recent cleanup work, including installation of water and soi
treatment systens, on an infornmal, one-on-one basis. The open
house was preceded by a final inspection of the soil treatnent
facility that was constructed in Care and a neeting between the
State, U S. EPA and PRPs to discuss nodifications to the renedy
that coul d enhance its effectiveness.
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Contact: Jon Peterson (312-353-1264)

Proposed Plan Public Meeting, Pagel's Pit Superfund Site,
Rockford, Illinois

On Septenber 8, 1999, the Ofice of Public Affair's (OPA' s)
Communi ty I nvol vement Coordi nator facilitated a public neeting
regardi ng the proposed cl eanup plan at the Pagel's Pit Superfund
site in Rockford, Illinois. About 50 residents attended, as well
as local nmedia and a representative froma Congressional office.
Most of the questions focused on whether U S. EPA could shut down
the landfill and the reason U S. EPA has proposed natural
attenuation instead of active treatnment. The residents al so
brought up local issues that are not under U S. EPA' s
jurisdiction. After the neeting, U S. EPA stayed for well over
an hour to answer additional questions about the plan.

Contacts: Gordie Blum (312-353-8501)
Bernard Schorle (312-886-4746)

Sanpli ng Pl an Approved and Field Sampling Begqun, Sauget Area 1
Site, Sauget and Cahokia, Illinois

On Septenber 9, 1999, U. S. EPA approved the Field Sanpling Pl an
for the Sauget Area 1 site located in Sauget and Cahoki a,
[I'linois. The sanpling plan was conpleted by Solutia, Inc. in
accordance with an adm nistrative order by consent dated January
21, 1999. Solutia's consultants began actual field sanpling work
during the week of Septenber 13, 1999. The sanpling work

i nvolves the collection of soil, sedinments, surface water,
groundwat er, and waste sanples fromsix different disposal areas
and residential properties, as well|l as approximtely 3 mles of
Dead Creek. During the six to eight nonths the sanpling is
expected to take, Solutia will collect over 6,000 sanples. The
U S Arny Corps of Engineers Rapid Response Teamw || oversee the
sanpling. Once the field sanpling is conplete, Solutia wll
wite an ecol ogical risk assessnent and a human health risk
assessnment. They will then wite an engi neering eval uati on/ cost
analysis (EE/CA) for the source areas and a renedi al
investigation/feasibility study (RI/FS) for groundwater. A
public neeting was held in Cahokia on August 30, 1999, to explain
and answer questions about the upcom ng work to interested

resi dents.

Contact: Mke MAteer (312-886-4663)

Public Meeting and Media Briefing, Valleycrest Landfill Site,
Dayton, Chio
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On Septenber 16, 1999, the O fice of Public Affairs (OPA)
coordinated a nedia briefing and a public nmeeting to provide an
update on the scope of work at the Valleycrest Landfill cleanup.
U S. EPA recently confirned that it expects to find about 25,000
buried drunms in the half of the site where the Potenti al
Responsi bl e Party (PRP) group has begun excavating. The previous
estimates were nmuch lower. Significantly, the site |lies between
the two well fields that provide drinking water to the Dayton
metropolitan area. An afternoon nedia briefing drew three

tel evision stations, the Dayton Daily News, and an Associ at ed
Press reporter. U.S. EPA arranged for a Dayton Fire Depart nent
bucket truck to take television canmera people up about 70 feet
above the landfill, allowmng themto zoomin on the excavation
wor k. The evening neeting was attended by 80 residents, many of
the nmedi a representatives, and representatives from Chio EPA, the
City of Dayton, and the PRPs. The neeting was taped for re-

br oadcast on Dayton nunici pal cable television. USA TODAY al so
pi cked up the story and ran it the follow ng day as the paragraph
from Onhi o.

Contacts: M ck Hans (312-353-5050)
Leo Rosal es (312-353-6198)
St eve Renni nger (513-569-7539)

Federal Facility EPCRA |Inspection , U S. EPA Vehicle and Fuel
Em ssions Laboratory, Ann Arbor, M chigan

On Septenber 21, 1999, Ceorge Rancich and Bill Sandstrom Ofice
of Chem cal Energency Preparedness and Prevention ( OCEPP)
conducted a Federal Facility Emergency Planning and Comrunity

Ri ght -t o- Know Act (EPCRA) conpliance inspection at U S. EPA's
Vehi cl e & Fuel Em ssions Laboratory in Ann Arbor, M chigan. The
i nspection was conducted jointly with JimRi oux, Waste,
Pesticides, and Toxics. The Facility stores and uses EPCRA 312
reportable quantities of gasoline, diesel fuel, and ethyl ene
glycol. The reporting requirenments and the Facility's reporting
practices were reviewed along with their docunents and procedures
related to rel ease reporting and chem cal storage. A report
covering EPCRA 302-312 will be submtted to the Facility
docunenting the findings and suggestions, if applicable, to help
mai ntain their conpliance.

Contacts: George Rancich (312-886-6148)
W Iliam Sandstrom (312-886-6024)

Public Meeting, Sauget Area 1 Site, Sauget and Cahokia, lllinois

On August 31, 1999, the Ofice of Public Affair's (OPA'S)
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Communi ty I nvol vement Coordinator facilitated the kickoff neeting
for the start of environnmental sanpling at the Sauget Area 1
Superfund site. The Renedial Project Manager gave a brief
history of the site and an overview of the sanpling plan. OPA
distributed a fact sheet about the sanpling and di scussed future
comunity invol vemrent opportunities and activities. Area 1
covers about 40 acres, including a four mle stretch of an
intermttent stream known as Dead Creek, and is contaminated with
a nunber of chem cals, including polychlorinated bi phenyls (PCBs)
and dioxin. One problemis that many residents near the site
live in a flood plain, and after heavy rains, the creek tends to
fl ood their basenents.

Contacts: Gordie Blum (312-353-8501)
M ke McAteer (312-886-4663)

Public Affairs (Chem cal Gas Rel ease Response), Dynecol |nc.,
Detroit, M chigan

As discussed in the article above, on Septenber 22, 1999, over
400 el enentary school children were evacuated due to an acidic
gas cloud. The Detroit Fire Departnent who was the | ead agency
on the disaster, asked U S. EPA, Dynecol, Detroit Health
Department, Detroit Public Schools, and the Detroit Energency
Managenment Agency to participate in a public neeting on Septenber
25, 1999, to informthe parents of the of the incident.

G nny Narsete, Public Affairs Coordinator for the Energency
Response Branch, assisted the Detroit Fire Departnment, Cooper

El ementary School, and the Detroit Health Departnent Public
Affairs Staff wite fact sheets and news rel eases, and gave

advi ce on handling community concerns. Although, on Septenber

27, 1999, students and faculty returned to school, the comunity
is still concerned of potential future threats. Involvenent with
the community will continue throughout the next few nonths. Both
OSCs Kurt Grunert and Ral ph Dol | hopf were interviewed by
tel evi si on and newspapers, and were broadcast on the Detroit News
Stations throughout the weekend. The nulti-agency cleanup
approach hel ped the overall process of the incident.

Contacts: Kurt Gunert (313-921-0325)
Ral ph Dol | hol pf (734-692-7682)
G nny Narsete (312-886-4359)

Public Affairs, Kirby Tire Fire, Sycanore, CGhio

On August 23-24, 1999, the Ofice of Public Affair's (OPA's)
Communi ty | nvol venment Coordi nator provi ded assistance for the
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energency response to a fire at the Kirby Tire site. OPA
conducted formal press briefings on August 23-24, 1999. Local

| aw enforcenent and fire control officials, US. EPA On-Scene
Coordi nators, and an Chio Environnmental Protection Agency (Chio
EPA) spokesman spoke at the press conferences. OPA worked with
the Chio EPA nedia director to establish a comuni cations |ink
with area nedia. OPA also contacted the Mayor, Town

Adm ni strator and School Superintendent concerni ng heavy trucking
activity that would coincide with the start of the school year.
Medi a i nterest was understandably heavy. OPA handled inquiries
fromthree major networks, Canadi an Broadcasting Service and one
W ndsor newspaper, in addition to | ocal and regional print
outlets.

Contacts: Stuart H Il (312-886-0689)
Jenni fer Osterneier (312-353-0618)
Karl a Auker (216-522-7260)
Mark Durno (313-692-7687)
Jason El -Zein (313-692-7661)

OTHER SI GNI FI CANT DEVELOPMENTS

Revi ew, M nnesota State Energency Response Commi ssion, St. Paul
M nnesot a

On Septenber 17, 1999, Ruth McNamara and d enn Cekus, O fice of
Chem cal Energency Preparedness and Prevention (OCEPP), nmet with
representatives of the Energency Response Conmission (ERC) in St.
Paul , M nnesota to conduct a review. The purpose of the review
is to help U S. EPA better determ ne the nethods used to

i npl enent Superfund Amendnents and Reaut horization Act of 1986
(SARA) Title Il Enmergency Planning and Conmunity Ri ght-to-Know
Act (EPCRA) in the State. Also covered in the discussions, were
potential joint projects between the State and U. S. EPA to
enhance EPCRA conpliance, outreach, training, and technical
assistance within M nnesota. Special enphasis was placed on

M nnesota's enforcenment policy, which is really a conpliance
assi stance program M nnesota's policy of designating their

Regi onal Review Comm ttees (RRCs) as Local Energency Pl anning
Comm ttees (LEPCs), without the RRCs doing actual planning,
enforcenment, or EPCRA data managenent, was al so a focal point of
di scussion. The State reviews will be prepared and shared with
the States prior to the Regional State Enmergency Response

Comm ssion (SERC) conference in Novenber 1999.

Contact: denn Cekus (312-353-6449)
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TRAI NI NG CONFERENCES

Pesti cides Seni nar, |ndianapolis, |ndiana

On Septenber 21, 1999, Ruth McNamara, O fice of Chem ca

Ener gency Preparedness and Prevention (OCEPP), attended a sem nar
entitled, "Managenent of Pesticides Products.” This sem nar was
a Suppl enental Environmental Project conducted by Lowes Hone
Center as agreed upon in a Consent Agreenent between U. S. EPA and
Lowes. The Consent Agreenent was the result of an Adm nistration
Conpl ai nt i ssued agai nst Lowes pursuant to Conprehensive

Envi ronnent al Response, Conpensation and Liability Act (CERCLA),
for failing to notify the National Response Center (NRC) of a

rel ease of 6 pounds of diazinen at their Fort Wayne, I|ndiana
store. Lowes received the diazinen fromthe manufacturer with
incorrect |labels. The |abels stated the wong vol une of the
contents. Rather than sending the diazinen back to the

manuf acturer, Lowes poured the contents of twelve 32 ounce
bottles into a 30 square foot area behind the store.

The sem nar provided an educational forumfor other retailers and
energency response personnel regarding the safe handling,

storage, transportation, disposal, cleanup, and reporting of
spills of pesticide products. The sem nar was well attended and
very informative.

Contact: Ruth McNanmara (312-353-3193)

cc: Steve Herman (OECA)
Barry Breen (OECA
Ti m Fi el ds ( OSVEER)
Steve Luftig (OSVER)
Larry Zaragoza ( OSVEER)
Region 5 State Superfund Coordi nators
Division/Ofice Directors
ORA State Coordinators
Regi onal Team Managers



